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adjured the general not to suffer her brother to be murdered
before her eyes. A tear trickled down Ms beard, and the
boldest of the soldiers fell back as Hosein threw himself into
the midst of them. The remorseless Shamer reproached them
with cowardice, and the grandson of the prophet was slain with
thirty-three strokes of swords and lances: they trampled on
his body, and cut off his head and carried it to Cufa, where
the savage Obeidallah struck the mouth with a cane. " Alas/'
exclaimed an aged Moslem, Gf I have seen upon these lips the
lips of the apostle of God." Meshed Hosein, his sepulchre,
not far from his father's, is another place of pilgrimage for the
Shiyahs; and in Persia and India they still keep the comme-
moration of this affecting tragedy with the strongest demonstra-
tion of sorrow for the martyr-saint, and of indignation against
the memory of his murderers.. His sister, and the other descen-
dants of Ali, were taken in chains to Damascus, and the Khalif
was advised to extirpate this popular and dangerous family,
injured beyond the hope of forgiveness. But Yezid was not
a tyrant: he therefore dismissed them honourably to their
kindred at Medina, with a competent provision. Abdallah,
the son of Zobeir, set up a Khalifat in Arabia, but it was an
unsuccessful attempt, for, after a nine years, reign, he was
besieged and killed, and the house of Ommiyah governed for
near a century, from Damascus, the Mohammedan world.

Whatever the prophet may have been, his early successors
appear in history disinterested, frugal, self-denying enthusiasts,
while they carried on, by their generals, a series of what
they considered holy wars against idolaters. They had shewn
themselves brave in their petty fights, but never sought the
crown of martyrdom at the head of their armies, for they
deemed the offices of religion and the administration of justice
to be their special duties. With the exception of Omar's almost
compulsory appearance at Jerusalem, when the Patriarch
would capitulate to none but him, their expeditions were only
short pilgrimages to Mecca; and they calmly received tidings
of the conquests of cities, of few of which they could have
ever heard, as they prayed or preached near the sepulchre